Mr Edgar Beale : Dear Sir by Stead, Jessie
Mr. Edgar Beale, 
Dear Sir, 
The forthcoming celebrations at Wollongon•g are of Interest to 
me, for in 190'7 I was chosen by the then Chief Inspector of Scllools 
-Mr. James Dawson, to go to Wollongong District School to intro-
duce Kindergarten to the lllawarra District. I had been at famous 
Riley St. Kindergarten, with Miss Mary Simpson, Head Mistress. 
Besides teaching this important Infants' School work to each class, I 
gave demonstrations on Saturday mornings, when teachers came from 
up and down the Illawarra line to see children who came voluntarily 
to demonstrate Kindergarten methods. 
After a few months at Wollongong, I was visited by the Director 
of Education, Mr. Peter Board, Chief Inspector Dawson, and Miss M. 
tS!mpson to see what progress had been made. Later In the year 
we ha.d an Exhibition, and I have two photographs of some of the 
kindergarten work done by the pupils. 
If my health permits, I intend coming down to Wollongong for 
a day's visit, and by all I have read a nd heard about the City, it 
may well be that I shall tlnd it difficult to recognise some of the 
places I knew. 
With best wishes for the success of the Celebrations 
I am, Yours sincerely 
(Miss) Jessie Stead. 
P.S. Archdeacon D' Arcy Irvine was then (1907) the Rector of the 
Anglican Church. J .S. 
A further letter from Miss Stead offers the Society a copy of the 
photograph of the "Kindergarten Occupations" EXhibition of 1907, 
which shoUld be an interesting addition to our records. 
E. MAOKRETH, Hon. Sec., E. BEA.I;E, 
(G St. J ohn Ave., President. 
Wollongong. 
